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undertaken to be non-violent, to risk the loss of their all for the
purpose of gaining their end and must, therefore, allow their be-
longings to be sold. The Government, on the other hand, must try,
if it can, to break the movement of non-payment and to apply all
remedies just enough to secure collection. The proposal to allow
the depressed classes to bid for and purchase forfeited lands is
ideal. What can be better than that the forfeited lands should
be temporarily occupied by the very classes whom we want to
see raised from their depressed state?
I use the adverb "temporarily", for the present occupiers must
have faith in their mission to know that they must get swaraj
and that under swaraj they must be restored to their original
status with honour added thereto. The depressed classes, who are
being used as pawns in the game by the Government, cannot be
adversely affected by dispossession, for, it will be the primary
care of the swaraj Government to see them well-settled, happy and
contented.
So much for the necessary Government measures. The panic
that has possessed them shows a guilty conscience. They do not *
rely upon their popularity to secure payment. They have to rely
upon the bayonet and persecution to do so. They are arresting
popular leaders and goading the people to violence so as to enable
them to justify "bloody" measures.
And therein lies the test of the Andhras. They have hitherto
proved their bravery and sacrifice. Their chosen leaders have
gone to jail. Their cattle have been taken away from them and
they have remained still. The worst, however, is yet to come.
When the Government military [sic] is opened on them, they are
expected to expose their willing breasts, not their unwilling backs,
to the bullets and still not harbour revenge or resentment. They
must let their utensils and belongings be taken away from them
whilst, like Draupadi or Prahlad1, they are praying to God and
proving their faith in Him.
Non-payment is a privilege. It is meant not to enrich the
resisters, but by their voluntary poverty to enrich the nation. And
they can exercise the privilege only if they have purified them-
selves, only if they are wearing hand-spun khaddar to the exclu-
sion of foreign cloth and, if being Hindus, they have washed
themselves clean of the taint of untouchability and are prepared
to treat the untouchable as a privileged brother. They must not
1 A devotee of God persecuted by his unbelieving father, the demon-king,
Hiranyakashipu. Gandhiji often spoke of him as an ideal satyagrahi.